
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

By now just about all of summer has been unwrapped and spent. As the season drains away and summer’s light 
dims, so too grows the realization that the busy work of life must soon be taken up in earnest once more. Once 
more the realization returns that life calls us seriously to particular autumn cares. No matter how fearful or chal-
lenging, each of us must follow that inner voice or else sense that life will have become less. 

Such was the story of Jeremiah, who found himself prophet to the Hebrew people. He sensed an inner call to 
speak God’s word against the nation’s political alliances and against the king’s penchant to trust in military ma-
chines. As a result Jeremiah found himself tossed into a well. Yet he remained committed. 

It is also the story of Jesus, who came with truth as a walking stick and the kingdom as seeds of life to be scat-
tered and sown. He also knew full well that few would walk where he would walk or choose to feed on what he 
would sow. Yet he would not back away from what he was about. 

Such a willingness to stretch ourselves into the unknown is part of that mysterious list of things that make us 
human. At such times we walk in the shadow of Jesus as he leads us into new ways of being human. Seldom, if 
ever, is it without struggle or even pain, yet it is then that we begin to gain a fuller sense of who we truly are, 
and it is then that through us God brings the world to something new.  

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  
Each of us must choose to step into some unknown, 

guided by our God-given vision of what our lives must be about, 
a vision to which others are often blind. 

At these moments one can feel both most alone and most alive. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

The Costs of Discipleship 

Today’s responsorial psalm, Psalm 40, is more familiar to us with 
the refrain “Here am I, Lord.” This “Here am I” is Jeremiah’s great 
prophetic response to God’s call. But today’s story of Jeremiah 
and the refrain “Lord, come to my aid!” remind us that there are 
always two sides to following the call of God. The author of the 
Letter to the Hebrews knew this, too. He reminded his readers that 
even weighted down with burdens and sins, we can still persevere 
by keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, who himself knew the 

shame and pain of the cross, but saw beyond it to the joy of sitting 
at the right of the throne of God. Jesus himself gave the disciples a 
“sneak preview” of a baptism that would not be as wondrous as the 
one in the Jordan that inaugurated his ministry, but would be one 
of fire and anguish. Today’s words from scripture may not be terri-
bly soothing, but in their honesty and strength we can 
acknowledge the difficulties of daily discipleship, and take com-
fort in the assurance of our own salvation in Christ. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 13 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: Healing of Jimmy by The Strube Family 
6:30 pm:  Thomas Strube by Chris & Lana Hirt 
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, August 14 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Doug & Karen Schaefer 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, August 15 (St. Lawrence) 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
8:00 am: + James Glass by George & Doris Schwartz 

Tuesday, August  16 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Alice Glass by David & Belinda Weishuhn 
8:00 am + Arnold Matthiesen  
      by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 

Wednesday, August 17 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am+ Healing of Schaefer Family  
    by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 
7:00 pm + Roger Boyd by Darren & Kim Jost (In Spanish) 

Thursday, August 18 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)             
7:00 am: + Kay Gully by Pat & Rose Pelzel 
8:00 am:+ Stanley Kuapil by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 

Friday, August 19  St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am + Bill Schrader by Dennis & Barbara Fuchs 

Saturday, August 20 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Leon & JoAnn Hallfmann 
6:30 pm:  Bobby Maxie by Mark & Terry Halfmann 
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, August 21 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Carlos & Linda Dusek 
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum by Delbert & Betty Jean       
       Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15) 

In recent weeks, we have reviewed how the Churches 
of East and West have enriched one another, and this 
week’s solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was born in the Eastern Church. It is a 
gift from the ancient Church of Jerusalem, a com-
memoration of the death of Mary, and a feast charged 
with a deep sense of the Resurrection. Mary, the first 
disciple, is the first to share fully in Christ’s victory 
over death. In the tradition of the East, today is the 
“Dormition of the Theotokos,” or the “Falling Asleep 
of the God‑bearer.” There is no shadow of death or 
gloom in the theology, since this is seen as a transfor-
mation of Mary’s life into a heavenly and immortal 
existence. There is a sense in the tradition that she 
who made earth heavenly and exalted the human race 
by her faithfulness is glorified today. 

 A persistent legend among Orthodox Christians 
tells how all the disciples, except Thomas, who was 
preaching in India, were present at Mary’s death and 
burial, and sat by the tomb for three days. On the third 
day, Thomas saw Mary’s body rising to heaven. She 
greeted him as “my friend,” and he was escorted by 
angels to proclaim her assumption to the others, who 
then realized her tomb was empty. Thus Thomas, the 
one who expressed doubt at the resurrection of Christ, 
received a gift from Mary: the chance to proclaim res-
urrection faith to the disciples. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

La Asunción de la Santísima Virgen María (15 de agosto) 

En 1973 Juan A. Espinosa escribió la canción “Santa 
María del Camino” con la cual invita a la Madre de 
Dios a caminar con sus hermanos y hermanas en la fe. 
La canción reta al creyente a caminar a pesar de lo di-
fícil que puede ser y a luchar por los cambios que sólo 
el Reino de Dios puede realizar. En todo esto María es 
invitada a caminar con el creyente. 

 En esta semana recordamos la Asunción de María 
al cielo, y lo hacemos reconociendo que además de ser 
Madre de Dios y madre nuestra, ella también es nues-
tra hermana y compañera en el camino de la fe. Ella ha 
llegado a la meta de nuestra peregrinación y lo ha he-
cho en cuerpo y alma por un privilegio singular. Noso-
tros también lo haremos en los últimos días cuando 
nuestro cuerpo resucite para unirse con nuestra alma. 

 Es en vista de los últimos tiempos que invitamos a 
María a descender de sus altares, regresando del cielo 
una y otra vez para caminar con sus hermanas y her-
manos, en la fe, que tanto necesitan su ejemplo y apo-
yo. 
       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR AUGUST 

Small Businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in 
the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find 
ways to continue operating, and serving their commu-
nities. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

In the Gospel read-
ing, Jesus says that he 
did not come to bring 
peace to earth. He 
came to light a fire. 
The fire that he 
longed for with great 
anguish was the pres-
ence of the Holy 
Spirit alive and active 
within each of his 
followers. This is 
what changes the 
world. This is what 
brings lasting peace, 
first within us and 
then flowing out from 
us.  

The Holy Spirit is a 
fire that purifies us 
from impurities – the 
unloving behaviors 
and attitudes – that 
cause disharmony, 
disunity, conflicts 
and war. This purifi-
cation makes us capa-
ble of feeling peace-
ful even in the midst 
of trials and attacks 
from others. This is 

what makes us channels of God's peace in a world 
that desperately needs it.  

If you do not yet feel the fire of the Holy Spirit 
impassioning you to spread the peace of Christ, 
Jesus feels anguish over you.  

Think of the evil around you that you've been 
wishing would stop. What does Jesus want you to 
do about it? What impurities in your own spirit 
needs to be burn off by the fire of the Holy Spirit 
so you can overshadow the evil with divine good-

ness? Look at 
what Jesus 
had to do. 
What baptism 
was he talking 
about? Not 
the water bap-
tism he'd al-
ready re-
ceived. It was 
the baptism of 

painful self-sacrifice, which he willingly accepted 
in order to rescue us from evil.  

To stop evil, we have to become like Jesus. Our 
willingness to make sacrifices for others is a sign 
of Christian maturity. We should be burning with 
so much love that we are not happy unless we're 
pouring our hearts and souls into works and pray-
ers that to make a difference in someone else's 
ability to receive eternal peace.  

Jesus noted that this fire divides households. It 
divides us from anyone who remains self-centered 
and unwilling to make sacrifices that will lead to 
peace. Nevertheless, we must continue to give 
them love. This heats up the fire within us, which 
purifies us further. And gradually, the world 
changes.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Who has "burnt" you? What pain has been in-
flicted on you by others? See this as happening to 
Je-sus, too. Instead of retaliating to try to stop the 
pain, choose a sacrifice that you're willing to 
make for them. 

2. Jesus appreciates the sacrifices you make for 
others. How does his appreciation make you feel? 

3. How is it possible to experience peace after 
making a sacrifice for someone who is unloving 
toward you? Give an example of an everyday sac-
rifice you’ve made. How does the Holy Spirit 
bring God's kingdom to earth through this? 

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10  
Ps 40:(14b)2-4,18  

Hebrews 12:1-4  
Luke 12:49-53  

Monday August 15  
Assumption of Mary  

Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a,10ab  
Ps 45:10-12,16  

1 Corinthians 15:20-27  
Luke 1:39-56  

Tuesday August 16  
Ezekiel 28:1-10  

Deut 32:26-30,35c-36b  
Matthew 19:23-30  

Wednesday August 17  
Ezekiel 34:1-11  

Ps 23:1-6  
Matthew 20:1-16  

Thursday August 18  
Ezekiel 36:23-28  

Ps 51:12-15,18-19  
Matthew 22:1-14  

Friday August 19  
Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Ps 107:2-9  
Matthew 22:34-40  

Saturday August 20  
St. Bernard  

Ezekiel 43:1-7ab  
Ps 85:9a-14  

Matthew 23:1-12  

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



PRAYER PETITIONS FOR A PARENT WITH 
AN AWAY-AT-COLLEGE CHILD 

O loving God, help me 
to adjust to the new 
ways of “caring for” my 
child that are appropri-
ate to this stage of his/
her life. Help me to dis-
cern how I am needed 
now, and help me to find 

new ways to give my child support and confidence. 

Give me patience as my child and I establish new rou-
tines and ways to be present to each other in love and 
trust; give me understanding to realize that his/ her 
new routines will likely be different from ones I may 
have chosen when I was that age. 

Protect and guard my child in the midst of the chal-
lenges and temptations that surround all young peo-
ple today. Grant him/her greater courage than I my-
self might have in standing up for your truth amid 
challenges to my faith. 

Provide good friends, confidants, and mentors for my 
child during this time of growth and transition. Help 
me to let go of my own need to be such to my child, 
for I realize that these are roles that others must play 
during these college years. 

Allow me to pass on to my child something of the 
strength and courage and grace You have given to me 
in my experience of being a parent. Amen. 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

August 14 
St. Lawrence –Jamie Stewart Family 
St. Thomas –  Gary & Janice Durham 

August 21 
St. Lawrence– Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
St. Thomas– Donald & Sharon Braden 

August Worklist   

Pete & Angie Dehlinger- CH                              
Wayne & Susan Hirt, Wayne & Audrey Davis, Dec. 
Floyd & Martha Schwartz, Derek Dieringer Patrick & 
Yenny Garcia, Adam & Tiffany Parker, Larry & 
Becky Batla, Colton & Tacoma Schwartz, Chris & 
Lana Hirt, Randy & Stephanie Braden, Greg 
Schraeder, Henry & Shelley Chudej, Jorge & Maria 
Salais. Bo & Amber Eggemeyer, Manuel & Laura 
Bustos 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Ricky Halfmann, Aaron Michalewicz,                   
Daniel Kujawski, Katelyn Hoelscher, Duane Braden,  

Anniversaries: Doyle & Jacque Schaefer,                             
Chris & Alana Hirt and Nathan & Gena Halfmann 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Diane Eggemeyer, Shelby Braden, and       
Martha Garcia 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, August 20                         
 Sacristan: Duane Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, August 21     
 Sacristan: Keith Braden   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Parish book study -- Monday, August 17 at 
7pm.  We will discuss the next 40 pages of  

"The Fifth Mountain." 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

Diocese of San Angelo Campus Minister 
Position Available 

The Diocese of San Angelo is accepting applications for the 
position of Campus Minister which serves the University of 
Texas Permian Basin, Odessa College and Midland College. 
The Lay Campus Minister’s primary responsibilities are 
planning and implementing programs and activities related 
to campus ministry outreach. . For complete 
job descriptions, please visit https://sanangelodiocese.org/job
-openings. Resumes and/or applications may be submitted to 
Deacon Marc Mata, 804 Ford St., San Angelo, TX 76905 or 
at mmata@sanangelodiocese.org. Position is open until 
filled. 

Festival News 

* Please return all items borrowed from the hall. It is 
inventory time!!! 
 
*If you would like to make a cash donation for       
festival meat please do so to one of the following PC    
officers: 
 Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle 
 Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa  
  
Altar Society officers are asking that all adult parish-
ioners submit their job request in the job box at the 
back of church. The box will remain there through the 
end of August. 



When they left the hospital, I know 
they were hoping I might be able to 
say Mass again. God is good, but 
there is a limit to what I may ex-
pect of Him. 

 How do I know I shall not get 
well? The Bishop told me – but he 
is not a doctor. The doctor told me 
with his eyes. He might be mistak-
en. One morning someone whis-
pered something to me, as if bid-

ding me, to come home. Jesus never is mistaken.  

Forgive me, Jesus, if I deceived my parents. I 
know You have marked me for Your own.  

… July 8; 11 a.m. 

This morning I was wheeled to the chapel for 
Mass. It was as if I were being ordained again. I have died 
a dozen times. I have had a dozen resurrections – but no 
ascension.  

I rise again in this Mass. The familiar words come 
to my heart if not to my tongue.  

Was there something missing in the Passion of 
Christ which I can make up by my sufferings? "  

If so, Jesus, help me suffer more.  

In my wheel chair I have this advantage over the 
celebrant of the Mass. He must be occupied with his ac-
tions – like a swimmer who struggles to keep afloat. I am 
not. I drink in the Mass. It is my Mass too. God scarcely 
gave me time to become familiar with it. The last Mass I 
offered weeks and weeks ago aroused in me the same 
sense of wonder I had at my first Mass.  

I go to the altar of the Lord, to the Lord who gives 
joy to my youth." Pardon, Jesus, but I do not seem to have 
had much youth. Or perhaps, I am one of those destined to 
be forever young. All my old age – twenty-eight years – I 
am putting up there on the altar.  

Don't bother about judging me right now, Lord. 
You have already done that. So has my confessor. I need 
light and I ask for it. Emitte lucem tuam. The light to know 
Your will. The light to know why my priesthood must end 
and I must abandon my little ones to go on to eternity.  

Deus fortitudo mea. God is my strength. How true. 
Otherwise, how could I die cheerfully? Courage, my falter-
ing heart, we will reach our goal.  

Is this a sin – that I no longer worry about my 
sins? How many times I neglected Your graces! I can't 
forget the day I offered a Mass to atone for my sins. I felt 
as if I were emerging from a bath. Your death against my 
sins! And then I realized that as a priest I had to remember 
the sins of others too. That's why I can suffer so cheerfully. 

The priest at the altar is using Your pain; it is my privilege 
now to use my own, uniting it to Yours.  

How many times have I said, "The Lord be with 
you" to the faithful? Eight times at every Mass. Now I ask 
that all three of You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, crawl 
into this wheel chair as I place my soul in Your keeping.  

How beautifully this old chaplain says Mass! Eve-
ry time he turns around, he peeks at me as if he were gath-
ering fruit for the Lord. Maybe I'm ready to be plucked. I 
am his child. May the Lord be in his priestly soul! 

I have forgotten the feast of today. No matter. 
How do You observe all the feast days above? Oremus – 
Oremus – Oremus. Get today's saint and all saints to pray 
for us. The relics of one rest in this altar stone the priest is 
kissing. Come alive, unknown saint. Imagine that this 
Mass is said over the catacombs enclosing new martyrs.  

In the Epistle I catch a familiar echo. The hour for 
the sowing! Lord, my sowing days are over. I leave the 
harvest up to You.  

"Lord, purify my heart." How can I, an invalid, 
proclaim Your Gospel? How can I tell others that on my 
sickbed You have brought me such peace as I never found 
in the world, such joy as I never imagined a creature could 
have? Open my lips, please, Jesus before they are sealed in 
death. How many times at that altar my words were halt-
ing, off key, inadequate? Oh, that the wisdom You have 
given me on a bed of pain might just once sound from my 
lips in a pulpit! 

And now I am at the offertory. While the priest is 
offering to You, Holy Father, an immaculate host, I want 
to add an offering that is blemished. My soul, my body, 
my all. Yes, and this heart of mine that the doctors say is 
very sick. Take each heartbeat through the hands of this 
priest, of Thy Son.  

I haven't much else to give; only my parents. Take 
them in Thy own sweet time.  

 That drop of water the priest is putting in the chal-
ice must remind You of me. I am as a drop of water in 
Your creation, but Thy blood has pursed through my veins, 
time and again. Soon my life will be immersed in Thine. 

 A secret gift I give to You at this Mass. No one 
shall know it but You and I. Soon the work of the Incarna-
tion and the fruits of the Mass will no longer replenish my 
soul. Then I will be in Your arms. What else matters? 

 Vere dignum et justum est. Thank You for every-
thing. You know I am grateful. You have lifted up my 
heart and I am grateful. I thank You that my body is 
racked with pain and that often my heart is torn asunder as 
I rebel against the decree of death. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Hosts. 

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

Religious Education Registration  

for St. Lawrence 

Every student must do a registration for this year’s 
RE Classes even if you are a returning student. Regis-
tration forms are available in the foyer of the church. 

 
AS THE START OF RE SESSIONS  

APPROACHES… 

You can ask yourself how your family is living your 
faith so far this summer. 

Here are some suggestions to help your child prepare 
for RE over the remaining weeks of summer and start 
of RE if he/she will be in … 

Fifth Grade – Pray the Rosary together, and explain 
why we pray to Mary. A good time would be on 
Thursday on the feast of the “Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Discuss/Share the major events 
of Jesus’ life, particularly the meaning of the Resur-
rection and Ascension. After Mass, discuss the Read-
ings/Gospel and what they mean to you. Include an 
explanation as to why we celebrate the Eucharist. 

Sixth Grade – Before Mass begins explain why we 
celebrate the Liturgy of the Word. Tell your 6th Grad-
er to listen to the readings so that he/she can tell you 

how the 1st Reading relates to the Gospel reading. 
Ask him/her to take note of the ways we thank & 
praise God during the Mass. Discuss how/when your 
child prays, and explain some practical ways to pray 
throughout the day.. 

[Suggestions for other grades next week] 

St. Paschal Catholic Church 
REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023 

Registrations are now being accepted. Early registra-
tion enables us to order books in time before the Reli-
gious Education Year begins. If you will be new to 
our program, contact the RE Office to set an appoint-
ment to register. We will be happy to assist you in 
setting your child on a journey with Christ within a 
supportive faith community. This year onward, we’ll 
have a new curriculum called Faith and Life Series 
for our children. For more information contact our 
RE coordinator Victoria @ (325) 304-3432. 



   

 
 

 

 
 

  

 


